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  Church is Hard 

“Church is hard for the person walking through the doors, afraid of judgement. 
Church is hard for the pastor’s family, under the microscope of an entire body. 
Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home, broken and battered by the world. Church is hard for the 
girl who looks like she has it all together, but doesn’t. Church is hard for the couple who fought the entire 
ride to service. 
Church is hard for the single mom, surrounded by couples holding hands, and seemingly perfect families. 
Church is hard for the widow and widower with no invitation to lunch after service. Church is hard for the 
deacon with an estranged child. Church is hard for the choir member overwhelmed by the weight of the lyr-
ics in that song. Church is hard for the man insecure in his role as a leader. Church is hard for the wife who 
longs to be led by a righteous man. Church is hard for the nursery volunteer who desperately longs for a ba-
by to love. Church is hard for the single woman and single man, praying God brings them a mate. Church is 
hard for the teenage girl, wearing a scarlet letter, ashamed of her mistakes. Church is hard for the gays, adul-
terers, liars, cheats, and slanderers. 
Church is hard for the sinners. 
 

Church is hard for me. 
 

It’s hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfect. Sunday best in behavior and dress. However, 
underneath those layers, you find a body of imperfect people, carnal souls, selfish motives. 
But, here is the beauty of church— 
Church isn’t a building, mentality, or expectation. Church is a body. 
Church is a group of sinners, saved by grace, living in fellowship as saints. 
Church is a body of believers bound as brothers and sisters by an eternal love. 
Church is a holy ground where sinners stand as equals before the Throne of Grace. Church is a refuge for 
broken hearts and a training ground for mighty warriors. Church is a converging of confrontation and invita-
tion. Where sin is confronted and hearts are invited to seek restoration. Church is a lesson in faith and trust. 
Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope. 
Church is a family. A family coming together, setting aside differences, forgetting past mistakes, rejoicing in 
the smallest of victories. Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is where He resides, and if 
we ask, He is faithful to come. 
So even on the hard days at church— 
The days when I am at odds with a sister. When I’ve fought with my husband because we’re late once again. 
When I’ve walked in bearing burdens heavier than my heart can handle, yet masking the pain with a smile 
on my face. When I’ve worn a scarlet letter, under the microscope. When I’ve longed for a baby to hold, or 
fought tears as the lyrics were sung. When I’ve walked back in, afraid and broken, after walking away. I’ll 
remember, He has never failed to meet me there.” 
 

Church is Hard, by Arianna Freelen 
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Hope Happenings 

 

 

Lenten Midweek Dinner and Devotional Services  
Services will wrap up April 3rd and 10th with dinner at 6:15pm          

followed by service at 7:00pm. The youth will continue to assist with 
set up, serving, and clean up of the meal in order to raise funds for the 
National Youth Gathering trip to Minneapolis. Your freewill donation 

to the meal is shared among the youth present and serving.  
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     Easter Lilies 

Orders are due by Sunday, April 7th! 

Name: _______________________________ 

Number of  single plants ($15.00/ea.) _______ 

Number of  double plants ($25.00/ea.) ______  

Total payment: $___________ 

Choose one of  the following:  

“To the glory of  God”____ or  “In memory of  

_____________________________________” 

Please place order form and payment in the box at 
the Welcome Center, or email order to                               

ltruelock@hopelubbock.com 

Easter Lily Orders 

Help us decorate our sanctuary for  
Easter by ordering Easter lilies! Lily  

dedications will be published on Easter 
and your lilies can be taken home after 
worship service Easter morning. Please 

fill out the order form and turn it in, 
along with payment, to Laura. 

Holy Week Details 
The Sunday School children will be performing on Palm Sunday    

during the opening song/processional at the 11:00am service. They 
have been practicing during Sunday School and have been given a CD 
with the song (if you have not received one check with Gabbie). Please 

make sure to have your child present for the 11:00 service on 4.14.19.  
 

All children are welcome to be part of the Easter          
Celebration Balloon Release on Easter morning.        

Children will be gathered in Room 6 (dolphin room) at 
10:20am to receive their balloons and line up.  

 
The youth will provide and serve the Easter 

Breakfast meal. Youth and parents, please be 
on the lookout for a sign-up to bring breakfast 
casseroles and side items soon.  The breakfast 
will be a free will donation to the congregation. All funds raised will 

go to the youth who serve to attend the National Youth Gathering.  

mailto:pburow@hopelubbock.com
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Loose Threads 

April 18th - 9:00 am 

The Loose Threads group will meet 
April 18th at 9am to continue working 
on  components of the Days for Girls 

kits with a plan to assemble kits in 
May and get them sent out in June.  

Anyone is welcome with no                
experience required! Contact Dayle 

Sillerud for details. 

Generations Study: Join Pastor Hiner in 
the Fellowship Hall during the Bible 
study hour on Sundays for a study over 
generations. He will have speakers from 
each generation as they are analyzed and       
discuss how each generation differs and 
can work together. Be there Sunday  
mornings at 9:45am! 

Upbring Spring Fling will take 
place Friday, April 5th at 6pm at 
the McKenzie-Merket Alumni 

Center. This event is a fun filled 
night with food, drinks, live and  

silent auctions,  and live entertain-
ment to raise funds for local        

Upbring organizations. Tickets can 
be purchased online at https://

www.upbring.org/events/ 

Bufuula Uganda Sponsorships 
Sponsorship dues to support the children of Uganda are due! Reminders are being 

handed out. If you are not a sponsor and wish to be, please contact the church office.  



 Exploring Faith Studies  These studies focus on opening up the Bible and learning from it.  There is never a 

time in a person’s life when the Bible is not applicable and relevant.  Join this class to continue your life-long 

exploration of God’s truth from God’s source as we read the Biblical stories and study a variety of books. 

Explaining Faith Studies  Organizing the truths we learn about in the Bible, these studies help us to put it all 

together for better understanding of our Lord.  Studying topics like angels and the Trinity, we will look at the 

nuggets of truth that we learn from the Scriptures and how they all fit together to better our faith. 

Applying Faith Studies  This is where the rubber meets the road in faith studies.  Focusing on topics that 

help in everyday life, we will study topics such as marriage, parenting, witnessing, etc…  The goal of these 

studies are to deepen our everyday walk with the Lord. 

See back side for a schedule of studies 

Hope Lutheran Church Adult Growth Study 

Applying Faith Exploring Faith Explaining Faith 



Schedule / Description of Classes 

Exploring the Faith 

The Book of Daniel: Being Faithful in an Unfaithful Society 

When:  Wednesdays, May 1—August 14 from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m. 

“The prophet Daniel recounts dreams of kings and kingdoms.  He shows how no ruler on earth is out of 
reach of the God of heaven.  The hand of the Most High measures, weighs, and moves the hearts of 
men for the sake of His people.  By grace He establishes an everlasting kingdom through His Anointed 
One, Jesus, the Christ.”  -The Lutheran Study Bible 

The Parables of Jesus:  Hidden Meanings Found 

When:  Sundays, September 8—November 17 during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) 

Jesus used parables as a practical way to instruct his followers.  People would gather in masses to listen to his unique descriptions 
of the Kingdom of God.  Still today, there is reason for us to gather and study his parables as they share such wonderful practical 
truths for us to live by and describe the uniqueness of God’s Kingdom. 

 Explaining the Faith 

Forgiveness:  Do I Have to? 

When: Sundays, June 2—August 18 during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) 

What does it mean to really forgive someone?  This may be one of the hardest Christian acts to perform, 
and can it ever really look like Jesus’ forgiveness?  This study will look at the Bible in order to discover 
what it really means for us to forgive, and to discover the incredible gift of God’s forgiveness. 

The Holy Spirit:  Discovering the Hidden Person of the Trinity 

When:  Wednesdays, September 11—November 20 from 6:15-7:45 p.m. 

It seems that especially in the Lutheran Church, the person of the Holy Spirit does not get very much attention.  Yet He does so 
much for us in our daily life.  Through this class discover all the ways the Holy Spirit interacts with us. 

 Applying the Faith 

Boundaries:  When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of Your Life 

When: Sundays, June 2—August 18 during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) 

It seems difficult today for the average person to maintain physical, mental, and even emotional 
boundaries.  When we set hard lines, does that make us an unloving person?  Why do we feel guilty 
when we set boundaries? In this study we will look at biblically based answers and show how to set 
healthy boundaries with your parents, spouses, children, friends, coworkers, and even yourself.  

Suffering:  Why Does God Allow This? 

When:  Sundays, September 8—November 17 during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) 

How often do we hear about people say, “Why do bad things happen to good people?”  The question of suffering has plagued peo-
ple since the beginning of time.  Understanding the topic of suffering helps us have a greater faith in Christ, and to be a greater 
witness to the world around.  Join this class to discover how even in the midst of suffering faith in Christ thrives.  

Semester 1 

The Book of Daniel Wednesdays, May 1st—August 14th 

Forgiveness  Sundays, June 2nd—August 18 

Boundaries  Sundays, June 2nd—August 18 

Semester 2 

The Parables of Jesus  Sundays, Sept. 8th—Nov. 17th  

The Holy Spirit  Wednesdays, Sept. 11—Nov. 20th  

Suffering  Sundays, Sept 8th—Nov. 17th 

Sign up for two classes, one Sunday and one Wednesday. 



Hope Happenings 

A HUGE Thank you! 

THANKS TO EVERYONE who participated in the 
Paper Fundraiser! Your donations and paper         
deliveries to Hope were very much appreciated and     
certainly made the fundraiser a huge success!  
Thank you! 

 

Hope’s newest Stephen Ministry Caregivers 
will be installed on Sunday, April 14th! We are 
very excited about their completion of training 
and getting the ministry into action. 

3rd Annual Shrimp & 
Crawfish Boil 

Saturday, May 4th, 
2:00pm 

Adult Tickets $15 

Children Tickets $10 

Crawfish Boil tickets are available to          
purchase now! You can email the church to 

purchase tickets or buy them on Sunday. 
Hotdogs and Brisket will be available at the 

event as well. This is a wonderful family 
event with live entertainment, bounce house, 

yard games, and lots of fun! 

The youth are selling Crawfish Boil t-shirts 
for $15 that you can purchase on a Sunday at 

the sound booth or email Pastor Dan! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzwcfs0qLhAhWFJjQIHXUZA-MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F4th-annual-big-dog-crawfish-boil-tickets-55824390254&psig=AOvVaw33SP_ykK4z1VvjopC


Youth & Family Ministry 

Confirmation Day is May 19th! 

YPPC-Youth Night–              
Youth Room Roll Out 

Join us April 14th from 5-7pm 
here at the church as we gather to 
create and design pieces that will 
go up in our youth room.  We’ll 
also have some ping pong, air 

hockey, and other tournaments. 
All Jr. High and Sr. High          

students are highly encouraged 
to join! 

Confirmation 

With confirmation 
quickly approaching, 
the 2nd year students 

will be reading their statements 
of faith in both services.  

Confirmation students: If you 
have not set a date and time to 
read your paper please contact 
one of the pastors to set that up 

as dates will fill up quickly. 

Confirmation this month will be on April 7th and April 28th 

 

Quilt Raffle! The youth are selling raffle tickets now for 
the beautiful quilt to the right! The quilt was made by 

Mary Barnell and is a queen sized “bear paw” quilt. Tick-
ets are $5 and the winner will be drawn at the Crawfish 

Boil on Saturday, May 4th.  Tickets can be purchased on 
Sundays at the sound booth! All proceeds of the quilt raf-
fle benefit the youth heading to the National Youth Gath-

ering in Minneapolis. 

 

Kids For Christ (KFC) will gather for a family pic-
nic day on April 13th at Maxey Park at 11:30am. All 
elementary age students and families are welcome! 

Bring your  own sack lunch for your family and 
maybe some bread for the ducks! We will play, have fun and serve the 

community by picking up any trash that we see! 
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Kids for Christ gathered in March and created Lenten masterpieces under the direction of 
Jessica Borkenhagen. They did a devotion on the topic of keeping their eyes on Jesus! 

The Men’s Breakfast will take place Saturday, April 
13th at 8:30am at Rudy’s BBQ. All men are              

encouraged to join. If you would like to receive the 
men’s devotional emails, please sign up with anyone 

in the church office.  
 

The Women of Hope (LWML) will meet April 14th at 5pm 
to prep for the LWML Spring Rally on April 27th here at 
Hope! Talk to Tamara Klatt, Becky Boggs or Becky   
Paxton for details on Spring Rally or any other women’s 
events! 

20 Somethings will provide the Lenten meal on April 
10th. A donation has been made to purchase pizza and 
we are asking the 20 somethings to bring breadsticks, 
salad and dessert. Look for a sign up! The group will al-
so meet on April 30th at Café J’s at 6:00pm for a Bible 
study and to hang out. 

Affinity Ministries 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 

 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 

 

25 26 27 

28 29 30     

April 2019 

Maundy 

Thursday 7pm 

8:30 a.m.  Worship 

9:45 a.m. Bible                   
Study  

11:00 a.m. Worship 

12pm Confirmation 

 

8:30 a.m.  Worship 

9:45 a.m. Bible                   
Study  

11:00 a.m. Worship 
Stephen Ministry 

Installation 

5pm LWML          
5pm YPPC 

Easter 

7:45am Sunrise 
9:00am Breakfast 
9:45am Egg Hunt 

10:30am Celebration 
Service 

 

8:30 a.m.  Worship 

9:45 a.m. Bible                   
Study  

11:00 a.m. Worship 

12pm Confirmation 

 

Good Friday 

7pm 

Loose Threads 

Lenten Dinner 

6:15pm      

Service 

7:00pm 

Lenten Dinner 

6:15pm      

Service 

7:00pm 
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