
Faith and Politics 

God doesn’t care if you’re a Republican or Democrat, or even a Libertarian or Socialist.  I might, but God doesn't.  
There, have I offended everyone now?  My goal certainly isn’t to offend, but hopefully to shed light on the issue of 
faith and politics.  Often, some confuse the two and that can create some real problems.  With the debates starting 
and the 4th of July upon us, perhaps this is as good a time as any to have an article about it.   

So what does God care about.  What comes to my mind right away is Matthew 22.  In an attempt to challenge Jesus, 
it was asked of him, “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  You know the rest of the story, but 
just in case… Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind…. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

So what does this have to do with politics?  I, as many, enjoy a good political conversation and even a friendly politi-
cal banter back in forth with the right person.  But what I often see and hear as I listen to people on t.v., stumble 
across a Facebook post, or even have in conversation is Jesus’ command to love our neighbor.  People love to argue 
about policies and economic benefits and simply what is (in one’s own opinion) smart and logical and what is not.  
Rarely, if ever, do we venture past the self and think about the neighbor in the decisions we argue.  Even if our deci-
sion may be best for the neighbor, they are rarely at the core of concern.  

Recently, I had an unexpected phone conversation with a fellow softball dad from an old team.  To be blunt, we do 
not agree politically.  That came out quickly in our friendship.  Occasionally though, we make it a point to talk and I 
have learned a lot from him.  He is a good Christian dad and the one thing that I have noticed (and I admit it is hard 
to argue with) his point of view in politics is always about the care of others around him.  “What is best for his neigh-
bor?” is often the question that is at the front of our conversations.  What this has done is help frame my conversa-
tion (and more importantly my reasons for my opinions!) to a more Christian standard.  Thinking not of myself, but 
of my neighbor first.  This opposite friend, through his different views, has helped me in my Christian faith.  We navi-
gate our conversations gently, making sure to not attempt to offend, but to understand and to build.   

In the end, I believe that Jesus’ summary of the commandments is important to remember when thinking about pol-
itics. It keeps us grounded to what is truly important and keeps us grounded to our identity as followers of Jesus.  
One may be “right” politically, but that doesn't mean that they are right.  Their heart, their motivation could be 
wrong, and that is not God-pleasing.   

To close, it may be helpful also to know who your neighbor is.  Come to church on Sunday, July 14th as I know that 
there is going to be a great sermon to answer just that question, “who is my neighbor?”  
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Hope Bible Studies 

Wednesday Bible Study    6:15pm    Fellowship Hall 
Continues through August 14th 

Sunday morning during the 
Bible study hour (9:45am), 

adults have an option to 
attend a Bible study on      

forgiveness in the fellowship 
hall or a study on setting 
healthy boundaries in the 

Hope room.  

Forgiveness:  Do I Have to? 

When: Sundays, June 2—August 18 during the Sun-
day School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) 

This study will look at the Bible in order to discover 
what it really means for us to forgive, and to dis-
cover the incredible gift of God’s forgiveness. 

Boundaries:  When to Say Yes, How to Say No to 
Take Control of Your Life 

When: Sundays, June 2—August 18 during the Sun-
day School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) 

Why do we feel guilty when we set boundaries? In 
this study we will look at biblically based answers 
and show how to set healthy boundaries with your 
parents, spouses, children, friends, coworkers, and 
even yourself.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjj0OWt4f3hAhUHI6wKHd2IAgUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.toughquestionsanswered.org%2F2016%2F12%2F26%2F4-post-of-2016-when-was-the-book-of-daniel-written%2F&ps


Serve Lubbock 

Hope’s youth served all around town 

for Serve Lubbock week in June! They 

spent afternoons serving at Mosaic, 

South Plains Food Bank, Texas Boys 

Ranch, and  the Lubbock Animal    

Shelter! There were an average of 25 

youth each day that served! 



Serve Lubbock 
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Hope Happenings 

Vacation Bible School 
August 5th—August 8th  

6:30pm– 8:30pm 

Join us for VBS in God’s Big Backyard!  

Children will learn to serve their neighbors,  
family, friends and Jesus! 

VBS is open to children 3 years old through 5th 
grade. You can register your child online at 

www.hopelubbock.com (directions below) or 
with a form on the welcome desk! 

Volunteer sign-ups can be found online as well! 

Affinity Ministries 

The Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, July 13th at 

8:30am at Rudy’s BBQ. All men are encouraged to join 

for a time of fellowship, devotion, and delicious food! 

 

The Women of Hope will meet July 21st at 5pm for their monthly meeting. 

The women will also continue the bible study, “The Odyssey 

of St. Paul.” This will only be the second session 

on the study so it is not too late to join!   All 

women are encouraged to jump in on this study! 

To register online: go to 

our website, scroll down 

and click VBS                

registration (see left). A 

form will open (see 

right), fill it out, press 

submit and you’re done! 



Youth & Family Ministry 

Important Youth Dates 

       National Youth Gathering 

                July 9th– July 16th 

                   Church Camp 

                      July 21st—July 26th  

Church Camp registration forms are 
available! You can go to our website 

www.hopelubbock.com and find the 
form linked on the homepage! 

**The last day to turn in camp regis-
tration without paying a late fee is   

July 6th** 

No YPPC or KFC in July 

Due to the National Youth Gather-
ing and Church camp taking place 

in July, there will be no YPPC or KFC 
this month. We look forward to 

seeing everyone at NYG and camp! 

YPPC and KFC will be back in        
August for back-to-school bashes! 

Are you in need of a Stephen Minister? 

Hope has trained Stephen Ministers who are ready to serve you! 

Stephen Ministers are lay caregivers who can walk beside 
you during times of struggle and stress of any level.  

Simply fill out a card at the Stephen Ministry table between the front stairway 
and fellowship hall, and you will be contacted confidentially by a Stephen              

Minister. 

Loose Threads 

July 18th at 9:00am 



Hope School Happenings 

July Anniversaries and Birthdays 

Happy Anniversary! 
Vince & Sharla Smith (7/2) 
Shawn & Holly Haseloff (7/10) 
Stephen & Sarah Drewell (7/16) 
Eric & Heather Hiner (7/19) 
Bob & Debbie Von Schwedler (7/27) 
Cody & Betsey Timmons (7/28) 
 
Happy Birthday! 
Dane Kerns (7/2) 
Linda Watters (7/2) 
John Schroeder (7/3) 
Mary Barnell (7/4) 
Mark Gumaer (7/4) 
Carter Burkholder (7/6) 
Lindsey Woelfel (7/6) 
Zane Dodson (7/7) 
Sarah Drewell (7/8) 
Alberta Marquette (7/8) 
Karen McGinty (7/8) 
Mikaela Haseloff (7/9) 
Zabry Haseloff (7/9) 
 
 

Betsey Timmons (7/9) 
Tom Allen (7/10) 
Jane Goodpasture (7/12) 
Rodney Gurley (7/15) 
Aubrey Azzinaro (7/16) 
Angela Schroeder (7/17) 
Gemma Volpato (7/18) 
Robert Bean (7/21) 
Mike Thomann (7/21) 
Carol Ann Cromer (7/22) 
Mackenzie Coon (7/23) 
Holly Haseloff (7/23) 
Emma-Leigh Jones (7/23) 
Dawn Moore (7/25) 
David Sloan (7/25) 
Hayden Wentzel (7/26) 
Heather Keister (7/27) 
Jacob McMinn (7/27) 
Maddie Meyer (7/27) 
Gunner Hansen (7/30) 

Hope Lutheran School is gearing up for the new school 

year, and it’s time to enroll! 

If you or someone you know has a preschooler, send them our way!    

Our preschool and kinder-prep classes focus heavily on school          
readiness and Christian education. The preschool and kinder-prep 
classes are taught by degreed teachers who are committed to help 
your children love learning and love Jesus. Children also participate 

in extra curricular activities such as:                                                      
Spanish, music, Stretch-N-Grow, & chapel.  

Call the office today to set up a tour! 806-798-2747 
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5pm Women of 
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Sunday Mornings 

July 9th-16th 

July 21st-26th 


